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Could this be you?

Was this your team?

Do you know the people in our photos?

Can you recognise yourself and old friends?
Do you know the history of some of our items?

Join us on

Wednesday 19 October 2016
Main School Hall

7.00pm to 9.30pm
Refreshments will be available

Do you know what this
was for?

Dear BSA Member
As word of our Alumni Association spreads our numbers are
increasing, so welcome to all those who’ve joined us recently,
both locally and from further afield. Thanks also to those who
attended one or more of our events held in the latter part of last
year and to those who helped out at our Horse Show and at last
month’s Open Evening.

Do you recognise these people?
We need your help.
Join us on Wednesday 19 October
7.00pm - 9.30pm
Main Hall

Burford School

At our BSA inaugural AGM we elected a Chairman, Vicechairman, Treasurer and Secretary follows:
Mr Stuart Norridge – Chairman s.norridge@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Mrs Jane Norridge – Vice-chair j.norridge@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Miss Eleanor Martin – Treasurer e.martin@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Mr Luke Jackson-Ross – Secretary
l.jackson-ross@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Minutes from this meeting are available. If you would like a
copy please contact our Secretary, Luke.
The Spring Concert in April was a real triumph with Michael
Bochmann MBE and Dr John Traill joining us for performances
with our students. We held a drinks reception before the concert
and the feedback for the work of our growing Institute of Music
was very warm and encouraging.
The weather stayed fair for the annual cricket match against the
MCC at the end of June. Several of our younger alumni attended
and were treated to an exciting match with some great
performances – but ultimately our visitors won the day. Still…
there’s always next year.
Former student, Georgina Purdy, whom we featured in our last
newsletter, completed her transatlantic row for Plan UK in
January and came into school to tell the students all about it. We
also hosted a talk for parents and, along with a non-uniform day,
the school raised £1343.32 for the ‘Because I’m a Girl’ campaign.
The Norridges have spent much of last year locked in the archive
room wrestling with flags and photographs, poring over old
school reports and re-living old Burfordian moments. On

Wednesday 19 October you are invited to join us to re-live
past Burfordian moments - and help with some identification.
If you’re too far afield to attend, we’ll be posting images
online shortly so you can still get involved.
In the meantime, I hope you enjoy the newsletter.
Sarah Duckworth
Alumni Officer
alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Business
Breakfast
Do let our Company
Secretary, Suzanne
Reeve, know if you would like to
receive an invitation to our
biannual Business Breakfast
s.reeve@burford.oxon.sch.uk.

News of our Alumni
Introducing the BSA‘s new Chairman...
I have been associated with Burford School since 1961 when
I started my secondary education at Burford Grammar
School. In those days the First Years were based at the
bottom of the hill and, although we did have some lessons
there, we had the majority at ‘Top School’. I had seven
extremely happy years at Burford and in 1975 I was
delighted to achieve my
long standing ambition to
teach at the school.
In July of 2014 I retired
after teaching at Burford
for 39 years. Many of you
will know my wife, Jane,
who taught History for
32 years (19 as Head of
History). She retired in
July 2015 and together
we have spent the last
twelve months working
our way through old
school records, reports, photos and items and putting
together an archive of the history of the school. The task is
still ongoing but we are enjoying every moment looking
through old copies of the school magazine - The Burfordian press clippings about school events and former students
together with hundreds and hundreds of photographs.
There are probably photos of you, your friends and team
mates amongst the many photos we have, so we’re really
hoping that lots of ex-students and staff will attend the
evening that we’re holding on Wednesday 19 October. All ex
-students and ex-staff are most welcome to come along. We
think it’ll be a fun evening, poring over what we’ve found
with a glass of wine and some old friends.
Stuart Norridge - Student 1961–1968
Staff Member 1975 -2014

£200 for a carrot!
Ben Geeson-Brown (2002-2009)
found himself on the wrong side of
the law after a nine month trip
travelling around Australia - and
all because of a carrot.
Picking up his final flight home
from Auckland, Ben found himself
falling foul of the strict new biosecurity laws. A sniffer dog
discovered the carrot, which Ben
had forgotten, in his bag. It proved
to be a very expensive vegetable!

Know of a former
student who hasn’t
signed up yet?
Do pass on the word to other
former Burford School
Students . It’s easy to sign up
online at:
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk/
school/alumni/get-in-touch/

or drop me a line.
alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

For whom the Bell Tolls
Memories of pranks at Burford!
I was at Burford School as a sixth former from 1964 -1966
and seeing the old Cricket Pavilion so splendidly
refurbished has reminded me of a prank that four or five
sixth formers played one night in 1965. It was the night
before April 1st and we planned an April Fool's
Joke involving the Old School Bell.
The Bell I think had come from HMS Burford at some point
in time and was kept outside in the main school quadrangle.
The bell was in regular use to announce lesson changes so
was critical in the daily smooth running of the school. Our
April Fools prank was to hi-jack the Bell and then enjoy the
chaos that could ensue.
A few days of oiling the bolt that held the Bell ensured that
it could be unbolted easily were followed by us
conspirators meeting at the school at midnight to execute
our plan. I lived in Shipton-under-Wychwood and had to
escape from my bedroom down a ladder without waking
anyone including the dog and cycle to Burford to be at the
rendezvous outside the main entrance to the school.
We went over to the Cricket Pavilion to slide out
three spare rugby posts dropping one and setting off Mr
Jones’, the Head Teacher's dog. (He lived down by the
Farm.) The three posts were then erected in the middle of
the Quad with the School Bell hanging from the centre of
the tripod. The Bell was clearly visible but could not be
reached without the aid of a ladder.
The following year we did a similar prank and hoisted a
giant sized cartoon of Harold Wilson on to the Tower of the
main building above the main hall.
I would be interested in knowing if any readers remember
this nocturnal adventure.

Andrew White (1964-66)

Know a former student
who hasn’t who hasn’t
signed up yet?
Do tell them about our
archive evening on
19 October
7.00pm - 9.30pm
Everyone welcome.

Rowing for Gold

Jessica Buck (2004-2011)
Travel writer and blogger
Nominated in the travel section for
the UK blog Awards 2016, beating
more than 150 other blogs in the
same category. Follow her at
journeyswithjessica@cordpress.com

I am currently part of the GB Rowing Team Start programme, backed
by the Lottery Sports Fund, based at Reading Rowing Club.
After finishing my degree in April 2015, I was all set to go into
teaching -something I’d planned to do for ages, but I tested for the
programme (just for fun) and I’m now lucky enough to be on a full
time programme which allows me to train around 6 days a week with
up to 3 sessions a day consisting of water sessions, strength and
conditioning and ergo sessions (indoor rowing machines).
I was so sure about being a PE teacher but now I’m totally committed
to my rowing and trying to qualify for the Tokyo Olympics. My first
regatta season has gone brilliantly - it seems hard to believe that five
months ago I couldn't take five strokes without falling out of the boat!
Life’s full of surprises—I’m just embracing this one and trying to stay
focused on the 2020 goal.
Laura Meridew (2003-2010)

Fabulous local artwork by
Milly Redman
(2007-2014)

News from School
Riding high!
Our Equestrian Team has been running for over ten years
and we now have over fifty students signed up and actively
taking part. They come from all year groups and are proving
a force to be reckoned with. In their new Burford kit they’ve
been out representing the school most weekends .
Last season involved our first school sponsored event, run by
the National Schools Equestrian Association (NSEA). It was
great to see the
Burford
banners up
around the
ring and to
have some
great home
support. The
team won two
out of three
classes and
qualified for
the Arena Eventing Championships at Hickstead - so all the
hard work paid off.
The season continued as it had started For many Hickstead
was the highlight. Sleeping the night in the trailers, getting up
at the crack of dawn - it was an amazing experience. The two
teams both came home with sixth place in their two separate
classes, AND an individual fifth was just the icing on the cake.
Along with winning the 90cm at Stonar and also a second
placing, and qualifying for the NSEA Show jumping
Championships in October it’s been a great season and the
team can’t wait to take part again next year.
In addition to the competitions we’ve held regular dressage,
show-jumping and cross-country clinics to help students
improve their riding skills and make new friends. Some of
them have been studying for the Pony Club Achievement
badges in conjunction with Sturt Farm Riding School and
everyone took part in the
Inter-house Equestrian
Competition at school at the
end of the summer term.
Roll on 2016-17!
Clare Brown, Head of Science
cbro7709@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Getting our alumni involved.
Two of them keeping score!

Boarding - Moving with the times
Modern life and busy parents have given us food for
thought at the boarding house recently and so flexi boarding and afterschool care (til 8.00pm on weekdays)
have both found a place in our latest boarding offer.
Boarding at Burford remains as popular as ever with a
mix of students this year from as far away as Mauritius
and as near as Northleach, Gloucestershire.

Our Open Afternoon sessions, when we open our doors
for people to visit us , have been a great success. The
boarders love showing prospective students around and
a number of visitors have followed up on their initial
interest. We’re looking forward to holding two more
similar sessions shortly - one alongside our Sixth Form
Open Evening on December 1 and the other on a
Saturday morning in the New Year. As an alumni you’re
welcome to visit and see how things have moved on.
This September we welcomed new house parents to the
Boarding Department from Worth’s School in Kent. A
number of other key staff have also arrived and there’s a
sense of change and a new phase beginning. Exciting
times.
You can keep in touch with what’s happening via the
boarding twitter account - @burfordboarding or on the
News and Events pages on the website.
James Pilgrim, Director of Boarding
jpil1216@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Lunch Club at the Boarding House
Each month we hold a lunch at the Boarding House
for the senior members of the community in and
around Burford. As one of our alumni you are
very welcome to attend these. For information
about dates and to book a place, please contact
Mrs Sandi Kaaber—Housemistress.
s.kaaber@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Please note: There is a small charge for these.

Burford Down Under
Burford School were 'down under', again, during the
summer holidays, on the school's sixth major sports tour!

Thirty one students from Years 11 and 12, plus three staff,
made the nineteen hour flight to Australia to embark on
three weeks of sporting and cultural experiences.
During the trip , they visited Perth in the West and New
South Wales and Queensland in the East, playing Football
and Netball against local schools.
Needless to say, as with all our major trips, they had a
tremendous time. This year, for the first time, they made
the most of social media whilst there and families and
friends were linked in through Instagram throughout the
tour.
If you’d like to take a look there are short videos at:
http://www.burford.oxon.sch.uk/extra-curricular/trips/australiasports-2016/
Bill Williams, Head of PE
cwil5891@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Views from The Acre

and finally...
We though you’d like to see our
first gift from one of our alumni.
Mr Fuddles is a show and heart
stealer wherever he goes—from
visiting primary children right
up to the staff ; we’re all crazy
about him!

