Burford School Association
Newsletter
Welcome to the first Burford School
Association Newsletter
)t s so often said that school days are the best of one s life,
that there must be some truth in it. Certainly many early
memories become more vivid with age; perhaps we come
more to realise their importance. And for generations of
pupils at such a school as Burford, with a history stretching
back over
years, what a glorious cavalcade of
memories that is.

Of course old school friends have always kept in touch with
each other, but how often we drift away from our own
pasts. (ow often we find ourselves thinking: ) wonder
what happened to whatsisname . Sometimes it s just good
to talk to someone who shares our memories.

There have long been very successful year-group reunions,
and latterly very lively Facebook pages. But now, as
Burford School is getting to grips with new possibilities as
an academy, there is something bigger and better… The
new all-singing, all-dancing Burford School Association:
the association for all who attended, taught at, or otherwise
worked at Burford School.
The Burford School Association is enthusiastically
endorsed by the Governors, the (eadteacher and the
school, and it is administered by Sarah Duckworth, our
assiduous Alumni Officer. But it is your association, and it
depends on you to join it, and to support it.

So, please spread the word, read the newsletter, remember
your own school-days and support Burford School
Association, and… welcome back.

Richard Martin

Vice Chair of Governors
r.martin@burford.oxon.sch.uk

December

-)ssue

Much of this newsletter is about
our news to you. What s been
happening here at Burford in
recent years; who s still here,
who s moved on. But this is your
newsletter so we d really like to
catch up with you - and so
would all the rest of the alumni
who ve already joined us since
last May.
Do send us your news. Where
are you now and how did you
get there? Just married– new
business - emigrated? A line, a
paragraph or more - we d love
to hear from you. We hope to
see you at one of our events but
in the meantime news can be
sent to:
Sarah Duckworth
Alumni Officer

alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

We look forward to hearing
from you.

When is a toilet more than a
convenience?
Who doesn t think back fondly to summers at Burford spent
sitting around on the playing field watching the cricket or
just taking a break from exams? Part of those memories will
inevitably include our wonderful thatched pavilion. (aving
fallen out of use for some time, due to the need for some
extensive restoration, it was a great thrill to receive a legacy
from one of our alumni and see it come back into use again at
the launch event of the Burford School Association last
summer.
But looking at the school premises as a whole there has
actually been a tremendous amount of building work and
improvement in the past few years thanks to the £ million
acquired for such projects by our Business Managers. Some
of you, who left recently, will have seen many of these
changes take place and been lucky enough to benefit from
them.

Whilst the Farm and the mobile classrooms are now a thing
of the past, the Technology block has been totally
refurbished externally; all the windows in the Geography and
(istory rooms have been replaced, and an entirely new
building – the Wysdom Block – has been built where some of
the farm buildings used to stand. The building was opened
by actor Robert (ardy in July
and houses our Learning
Centre, with resources for supporting and extending
students. )t also contains a wonderful and much used Drama
Studio. Down in the Boarding (ouse there have been lots of
changes too with new bathrooms for everyone and new
study bedrooms with kitchens for semi-independent living
for our Sixth Formers who are heading off to university.
And this year s project is the total refurbishment of all the
toilets on the Main School site – which got our enterprising
Sixth Formers thinking and they ve joined the Toilet
Twinning campaign, raising £
to twin the new toilets in
the Sixth Form Block with two new toilets in Bangladesh and
Uganda.
Sometimes a toilet is so much more than a convenience.

Everything to play for
)t s now over thirty years since ) started teaching at
Burford, but ) still get a huge buzz from working with
youngsters who have a passion for sport and who are
prepared to brave the wind and rain, to achieve their goals!
Burford is a special place and sport is a big part of what
makes it special.

The Department continues to offer an extensive extracurricular programme of sports activities and in the more
recent past we ve also added leadership training. Students
participate in all major games and are involved in over
three hundred and fifty inter-school fixtures each year.
There are the usual selection but we re now able to offer
activities such as Rowing, Swimming, Softball, Girls Cricket,
Girls Football and Girls Rugby and many students join us on
our major sports tour to Australia.
The ever fiercely contested (ouse Competitions still draw
everyone out when scores are close and the final result
hangs upon Sports Day. Whether competitor or supporter,
rooting for Wysdom, Warwick, (eylin or Falkland is still a
big part of school life and makes sport at Burford central to
everyone.
Annual trips to Twickenham for )nternational Rugby and
Queens Club for the Aegon Tennis Championships are now
a regular part of our school sports calendar and these trips
give pupils an opportunity to experience top class sport,
first hand. They can make a real difference to motivation.
Not so long ago we introduced leadership training in the
form of the Sports Leader Award , and the Community
Sports Leader Award . Both these awards involve the
students working closely with our Partnership Primary
Schools and activities range from designing a (aka dance
for those in Year , to umpiring inter-school hockey
tournaments and running an Olympics for those in Year .

GCSE and A level PE are now key parts of the curriculum
and many go on to study sport related courses. Many others
have become performers at the highest level. Robbie
Mustoe, Mark Lee, Katie Slader, Alice Freeman and most
recently, (enry Purdy are all part of Burford s alumni and
it s always good to hear news of students success .

Bill Williams, (ead of PE

cwil

@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Staying true to our roots
Were you here when the School Farm was running? For
many it was a major reason for choosing to come to Buford.
Not only a successful and popular learning resource, it was
also a self-funding mini-enterprise with students collecting
and selling eggs, and looking after the animals on site. )t was
a sad loss when it closed.

We were very excited, therefore, when two years ago a
group of Year
students and the Science Department
secured an area of the school and set to work transforming it
into a small-holding for use as an outdoor classroom .

Opened by David Cameron in July
, 'The Acre' helps
students gain an understanding of the responsibilities of
caring for a variety of animals by looking after the small
animals, hens and donkeys which live on site. Additional
animals visit us on a rota system and we ve had ewes and
lambs, bottle-fed lambs and piglets over the past year.
Students experience all the realities of animal care - the
highs and lows - and those who have undertaken our
Environmental Land-based Science course have, with only
one exception, go on to related courses at college.
Within The Acre the students manage a flower garden as
well a vegetable plot, where a variety of produce is grown,
either for the animals or to go into the school canteen to
support our (ealthy Eating campaign.

We ve been hugely supported in this venture by local
businesses and members of the farming community. This
has ranged from offers of advice, practical support and
equipment and invitations for the students to visit farms and
agri-businesses. Of course we are always keen to get former
students from within the agricultural world involved. )f
you d like to be a part of our exciting venture we d love to
hear from you or if anyone has ideas for new species to join
our animal rotation then please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Clare Brown, (ead of Science
cbro
@burford.oxon.sch.uk

All very enterprising

Meeting with a variety of Year ,
and
students in my
role as a Governor, ) m always impressed with the calibre of
student that Burford School produces. But the world of
work is an increasingly challenging place to gain a foothold
and so, in
, the Governors decided to actively help our
students by getting business more involved with the
school.
As many of you may have experienced yourselves during
your time with us, the school has a programme to give Year
students work experience, but we felt that there was
room for improvement on this. We particularly wanted to
provide real-life mock interviews for university applicants
as well as for job seekers. )t was also noted that in general
business does not know much about the workings of a
school and they are keen to understand more about exam
grading.

We now hold two Business Breakfasts a year networking
with local business and some from further afield. One of our
breakfasts is held in October and the second in February.
The first meeting of the year tends to be a talk on a relevant
educational/work topic while in February our Young
Enterprise Award students give a presentation on the
current company they have set up. This is both enlightening
for the business community and enormously beneficial to
our students.

Young Enterprise is a national award and our teams have
won many awards over the past two years. This year the
team have set up a company called Glaze producing and
selling )n-greedy mugs - a mug in which you can bake a
cake in a few seconds in a microwave. Each mug comes with
a book of tried and tested recipes – all utterly delicious! The
products are all on Facebook, Twitter and much more… Do
take a look.

Over the years our Business Breakfast community has grown
so, if you would like to join us please contact me. )t may be
Email:
just the leg up our students need and it would be good to
burfordye
@gmail.com
hear from you.
Facebook Glaze
Andrew Pitman, Governor

a.pitman@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Twitter @YeBurford

)nstagram @yeburford

Soundbites
For many of you reading this, music will be the overriding
memory you have of your time at Burford. )t s still central to
school life and the department continues to thrive and grow.
The Training and Symphony orchestras and All That
Jazz’ (the school s own jazz band are going strong, along with
Rock School for budding pop musicians, choir and many
weekly ensembles. Over two hundred students have
instrumental lessons each week and the music block is always
full of the sounds of music from . am- . pm. A Christmas
Miscellany, Star for a Night, the annual Music Residential
now in its eighteenth year! and, of course, our Broadway
Musical continue as highlights throughout each year - all
rounded off with our grand finale - The Summer Gala.

Boarders continue to flourish
The Boarding (ouse continues to offer our boarders a wide
range of exciting opportunities in a warm and nurturing
environment.

We currently have students from the UK, France, Germany,
Spain, Nigeria and (ong Kong, to name but a few and they all
continue to make long -lasting and wide-ranging friendships
across the world as part of the family atmosphere and ethos
that is so important in the Boarding (ouse. Constant
opportunities for a
variety of activities
take place every
weekend; whether it
be the outward
bounds residential
trip to Woodlands in
Wales, trips to the
theatre, cinema and
festivals, or more
local trips to Witney, Oxford and Cheltenham. The focus on
the local community is also important and the Boarding
(ouse offers regular OAP lunches, links with primary
schools, church events and charity organisations.

The Burford )nstitute of Music
B)M is a new venture through which
we enhance the music education of
students at Burford School and those
in the local primary schools. We do
this by offering primary students
instrumental lessons at Burford on a
Monday evening where pupils get to
perform in an ensemble.
We now run many projects involving
outside professional musicians. This
year The Burford )nstitute of Music is

running an exciting new composition
project led by Dr John Traill, the Musical
Director at St Anne's College, Oxford and
Conductor of the Oxfordshire County
Youth Orchestra.

The date for this concert is:

Wednesday
.

March

pm Main (all

Dr Traill will be conducting the school's
Symphony Orchestra for Vaughan
Williams' Folk Song Suite. and the
orchestra will also perform Danzon No. 2
by Marquez.

We continue to modernise all our buildings and facilities,
recently updating bedroom furniture and both boys' and
Do join us if you can
girls' bathrooms. There is Wi-Fi across the (ouse to help
support students with their studies and the increasing
)f you would like to get in touch with
amounts of mobile technology used by the students. Sky TV, the Music Department please email
games consoles, pool tables and updated gym facilities all
me.
keep the social side of the Boarding (ouse active.

)f you are interested in seeing how we have moved on since
you left, why not contact the school and organise a tour, or
alternatively, look out for our next Open Evening. We would
be pleased to welcome you back.

James Pilgrim, (ead of Boarding
jpil
@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Sean Frankcom, Director of Music
sfra
@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Were are they now?
Nautical Miles from La Gomera to
Antigua

)t s December – hopefully you re
somewhere warm and dry, wrapping
presents or making last minute
arrangements before the Christmas
break. Then spare a thought for one
of your fellow alumni who, when you
read this, will be out in the Atlantic
taking on one of the toughest
challenges on the planet.

Still flying the flag!
Nigel Hill

The Talisker Whisky Atlantic Challenge

More people have travelled to space or climbed Everest
then have rowed the Atlantic, and Georgina Purdy – Gee –
is part of the youngest female team of four to ever attempt
the crossing. Gee came into school recently to talk to some
of the students as part of )nternational Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women. She spoke about
taking on challenges, never being put off – especially if it s
because you re a girl - and filled the students with
enthusiasm and awe.

Gee left Burford in
and after a gap year went to
Manchester to read (istory and Archaeology. )t was
during her last year at University that she joined a rowing
club – the result of which has been to find a shared
enthusiasm with other girls to take on the Atlantic
challenge and raise funds for PLAN international 'Because
) am a girl' campaign. The campaign tackles the rights of
girls threatened by poverty, gender inequality and
violence.

Gee and her fellow team members are one of only two
female crews taking on the Talisker Challenge this year
Their boat, in which they have to take it in turns to row in
pairs, has a small cabin at the front where they re able to
get some rest in between shifts. Gruelling certainly. Admirable – definitely.
See how Gee and the team are doing at:
http://www.rowlikeagirl.uk/

Bill Willia s

Da id Sa derso

Back to teach

Kathy Haig

Patrick Cou t

From Burford to Broadway

Recently retired
...but not disappeared!

What are the chances that, when joining the cast of King
Charles III in the West End last year, ) would be joined by
another ex-pupil, Barnaby Kay? A strange twist of fate. And
yet ) remember returning to school for a visit, years after )
had left, and finding Mr & Mrs Norridge in the upstairs
(istory rooms. We chatted and ) told them ) had become an
actor. They asked me if ) knew Barney, and though ) didn t,
) remembered the name. Establishing our unlikely
connection during rehearsals, we discussed Burford sport
socks and stories of Mr Weir s disciplinary measures in the
Green Room between scenes.
) studied English at
University followed by an
MA in Seventeenth Century
Art and now ) am here in
New York, doing King
Charles III on Broadway,
after it was dubbed best
play at last year's Olivier Awards. Being an actor can be a
trial but is also an enormous adventure and ultimately a
privilege. ) love the people, ) love the feeling of community
but more importantly the sense of tolerance and liberal
values. Though it s easy to forget when you are uncertainly
waiting for your next role, ) wouldn t have it any other way.

Ja e Norridge

Marily Ste ard

A dy Blo er

Sally Scott Smith
(ead Girl

-

They keep dropping in!

(arry Potter models thanked by
Bloomsbury
)f you re buying a copy of the newly illustrated (arry Potter
book this Christmas check out Draco and Ron. Ollie Stacey,
a student in Year , was thrilled to receive a copy of the
new illustrated (arry Potter and the Philosopher s Stone
from Bloomsbury on its publication.
The publishers sent a copy to both Ollie and Duncan
Cooper, one of our recent alumni, to say thank you for
agreeing to be the models for Draco Malfoy and Ron
Weasley. Both boys were delighted to be credited in the
back of the book, along with Burford School.

Exploring the archives
Stuart and Jane Norridge are spending part of their
retirement working through our school archives.
)f anyone has anything they think
might be of interest to the school,
they would love to hear from you.
Please contact Stuart at:

s.norridge@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Mr Bob Martyn
At the end of November we
received a telephone call
informing us that Bob Martyn had
passed away. Bob was a Teacher
of (istory here at Burford School
from
until
when he
left the school to become a Union
Representative for ATL. Three of
Bob s grandchildren currently
attend the school in Year and
twins in Year .
There will be a memorial service
and celebration of his life which
will be held in the Chapel at
Westminster College, Oxford and
it is hoped that the date will be
January
, however this has
not yet been confirmed. Those
attending the celebration will be
more than welcome to join the
family and friends at The Fishes,
North (inksey Village, Oxford.

The family have asked if anyone
may have photographs of Bob
which they could put on show at
the celebration. )f you do have
any photographs or would like to
attend the celebration, please
contact Rebecca Tyrrell to
confirm the date and time.
tyrrell

@btinternet.com

and finally…!
We are delighted to announce
the wedding of
Mr Bill Williams
to
Ms Amanda Parsons
in August
. A beautiful
day was enjoyed by many of
their friends and members of
their families.

