Burford School Reunion
Saturday 23 September 2017

3.00pm -10.00pm

Join us for our first Burford
School Reunion
Afternoon Tea - Evening BBQ - Live Music - Bar

Tickets - £10 each
(to include Afternoon Tea)

available soon.
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Newsletter
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Chairman’s Notes
It is always great fun to look back with immense interest to
those days when we were part of this great educational
establishment. We all enjoy talking about the staff who taught
us, the events that made up the school year, the musicals we
took part in and the teams we played in, plus the trips we went
on, of course not forgetting the extra things that happened
during our time at Burford.

Burford was and continues to be an outstanding school, and we
can all look back with immense pride on those days when we
were part of an institution that goes back to 1571. Indeed in
2021 we will be celebrating our 450th year of existence, and we
will certainly be spending a great deal of time in that year
commemorating the event in style. Make sure you keep that
year in mind when looking to the future!

The Burford School Association (Alumni) Committee are now
planning a large reunion for Saturday 23rd September. Tickets
will be available shortly but the overall aim is to get as many ex
-students and ex-staff along on the day to see how the school
has changed, and to catch up with old friends and former staff.
Stuart Norridge, Chairman of Alumni
Student 1961–1968
Staff Member 1975–2014

Annual General Meeting

Our AGM will take place on Wednesday 4
October 2017 at 7.30pm in the Main School
Hall.
All Welcome

Greetings from your new
Alumni Officer
Hello! My name is Catherine
Bishop and I have recently taken
over the role of Alumni Officer. I
joined
Burford
School
in
September
2014
as
the
Examinations Manager, a busy but
very rewarding role. Burford
School is an exciting place to be,
and we hope to keep you up to
date with current events and
achievements as well as updates
from past students, so please send
us your news. We would love to
hear from you.
I would like to offer a very warm
welcome to all our new Alumni
Association members. It’s good to
have you on board! Our
membership is growing fast with
over 980 members which is
fantastic, so a huge ‘thank you’ to
all of you who are spreading the
word. Please encourage others to
sign up so we can reach the magic
1000. We now have a large
following on Facebook, which is
an easy way to keep in touch and
share memories.
I look forward to meeting as many
of you as can make it at our
reunion of 23 September. In the
meantime do send me your news
and updates and enjoy the
newsletter.
Catherine Bishop
alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Photographic Evening - 19 October 2016
On 19 October 2016 we played host to a number
of ex–Burfordians who came in to look at an
eclectic collection of photographs ranging from
the late 1800s to the 2000s. There were lots of
images on view, showcasing the whole school
and different year groups, as well as photos from
boarding, musicals, drama, trips, sports and
general school life. All of the photos form a small
number that are housed in the school archives,
and Mr and Mrs Norridge are currently hard at
work collating and attempting to name each and
every student and event - surely a mammoth task!
It was great, therefore, to have so many students
from the 1950s to recent leavers and current and
ex-members of staff turning up to help us with
this enormous identification task. Interest was
particularly piqued amongst ex-students when Mr
Cartwright, former Head of Geography, brought in
some of his old mark books!
It was a great thrill putting together the display
and to see the life of Burford School unfolding
through the decades. We’ll have more images on
display as part of the Reunion on Saturday 23
September 2017, and would welcome any copies
of photos that you would like to have added to the
Archives. Though please remember to name the
people if you can!
Please send any images to Catherine our new
Alumni Officer (alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk).

Introducing BSA’s Treasurer
Eleanor Martin
(Burford 1999 – 2005)
If any of you still in the area have wandered down Witney High
Street and come across the fabulous Witney Blanket Hall you will
not have been disappointed. This is where you’ll find Eleanor
Martin these days. She, her father Richard, and his partner Trish
Poole have reclaimed the Hall and restored it to its former glory,
finally opening in September 2015. The restoration has been a
mission requiring careful conservation and mindfulness of the
history of the Hall. It’s a delight to explore, but rather a surprise
to then stumble across a delicious pie shop and cafe at the back
of the building. It really is worth a visit if you haven’t already
done so.
Eleanor was a member of Burford School from 1999 to 2005
before heading off to Nottingham University to study Animal
Science. While at university, she was extremely busy captaining
the ladies riding and shooting teams and taking on the role of
Hall President.
She graduated in 2010 and went to work in horse events
management at The Summerhouse Equestrian Centre in
Gloucestershire, competently running all of their competitions.
When she decided to move on from Summerhouse, she set up her
own business, ‘All In The Country’, as a freelance nanny and
groom, taking her business to Hay-on-Wye for two years. In April
2015, grumpy children and permanently wet feet traipsing
across fields caused her to have a re-think and she came back to
Witney to join the Blanket Factory business.
So. if you’re passing the Blanket Hall do pop in for a present, a pie
or just to say ‘Hello!’ (Closed Mondays).

#iloveboarding
Remember the conference
room?

Before...

Boarding life continues to grow and change under the
care of the new Houseparents. The range of activities,
trips and excursions available is seemingly endless
whilst old favourites, like the weekend residential trips
to Woodlands, remain.
The new Housemaster has set up a Boarding Football
team. They’re hugely enthusiastic - not least their only
female member, who really knows her stuff. They
played their second fixture of the season against the
Dragon School recently and were resplendent in their
new kit, kindly sponsored by local estate agents, Penny
and Sinclair.
When they’re not playing, they’re
practicing in the Boarding House yard with a
determination that’s sure to pay off.
Alongside the trips, this year’s Year 12s, involved in
Young Enterprise, have been out and about promoting
their businesses. At the same time others got stuck into
rehearsals for the production of 'Oliver', which came
together as a huge success and was a great way to end
last term.

Missing us?
Great Job Opportunity
We are looking for a Graduate Assistant to live and
work in the Boarding House from September. If you’d
like to come back and be part of the team, or if you
know of anyone who might like to apply, please get in
touch.
Details are online at:
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk/jobs/graduate-assistant/

Work in progress...

The new Oxford Room
a common room for the girls!

Join us for our third

Art & Photography
Show
Monday 26 June 2017
6.00pm - 8.00pm

Developing Life Drawing Skills
The Art Department recently introduced a
new life drawing course to help Year 12 and
13 art students extend their open portfolio
work and gain valuable experience in drawing
the human form from life. There were seven
sessions in total, each lasting three hours,
during which students developed their own
styles and experimented with a range of
media.
The life drawing course was very successful
and an enjoyable experience for all the
students. For many of our Year 12 students it
has inspired them to continue with human
form as a theme for their ‘A’ Level Personal
Investigation. For our Year 13 students, the
life drawing has had a major impact on their
Personal Investigation and their art portfolios
have been strengthened through this
opportunity.

Support your Alumni Team!
Staff, Sixth Formers and Alumni are taking
on a team from Cecily’s Fund in a 5-a-side
football tournament on Friday 9 June. The
event is aimed at raising money for this
year’s Sixth Form charity, ‘Cecily’s Fund’.

Set up in memory of Cecily Eastwood, who
died in a tragic accident during her gap year
working in Africa, the money raised goes
towards funding the education of orphans
and vulnerable children in Zambia.
The aim of the tournament is to raise £500,
which will enable the charity to fund ten
Zambian children’s education for a year!
Staff, pupils and parents can pledge money
on line by going to
If you’re in the area do come along and
support your Alumni Team!

Oliver!
Do you remember your school musicals?
Were you part of the cast, production or
orchestra?
Here at Burford the musicals are still going
strong and
last term saw the Music
Department busily preparing for Oliver! With
a cast of over ninety students from all year
groups it was quite a mammoth task. In typical
Burford style, however, everyone worked
exceptionally hard, rehearsing every day, as
well as performing in assemblies to their
peers.
The Burford Garden company sponsored the
event, Cotswold Life Magazine attended the
opening night and took photographs, giving us
a full page spread in the May issue, and the
Witney Gazette and Oxford Mail also provided
coverage. The six performances were a sell out
and the very appreciative audiences left
humming the show tunes, full of praise for the
professionalism of the whole ensemble!
The Summer Term is proving to be just as busy
in the Music Department, with lots to look
forward to: ‘All That Jazz’ will be performing at
the Tower of London and Heythrop Park, the
annual Music Residential to North Wales takes
place in July, and the year will finish in a grand
style with the Summer Gala on Friday 21st July
- to which, all alumni are, of course welcome.

Alumni News

Annual MCC Cricket Match

Congratulations to Jessica Myatt,
(2007-2014) who completed her
Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of
Edinburgh Awards with Mr Meridew
and Miss Scott whilst at Burford. She
recently went to St James Palace to
collect her Gold Award in person.

Thursday 29 June 2017
Don’t forget to
join us for our
annual cricket
match against
the MCC.

Congratulations to Orlando Ross
(Deputy Head Boy 2015-16)
who was awarded the highest
academic scholarship at Hofstra
University in New York for PreMedical studies
and an
invitation to join their Honors
Program. Orlando has been
working during his gap year and is now off in Uganda for a
few months before taking up his studies.

Bring a
deckchair or a
rug and enjoy
the afternoon.
The match
starts at
1.00pm.

and finally...
Mr Fuddles is back!

Congratulations to
Sam Goodchild (2005 2008)— a former
Burford student and
boarder—who has been
selected to train for the
Vendee Globe 2020
campaign. The Vendee
Globe is a round-theworld singlehanded yacht race, sailed non-stop and without assistance,
and is recognised as the hardest endurance sporting event in
the world. Take a look at his short promotional video clip:

Having spent the winter away it’s
great to have him back and Pedro
and Mathilda are thrilled to see
him again. Come and meet him at
our reunion on Saturday 23
September we’ll make sure he’s
here - he’s bound to be the star of
the day!

https://vimeo.com/203990267

Know of a former student who hasn’t signed up yet?
Do pass on the word to other former Burford School Students. It’s easy to sign up online at:
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk/school/alumni/get-in-touch/

or drop us a line: alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Don’t let them miss the reunion!!

