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SAVE THE DATE
Our next reunion will be on

Saturday
Hello again and a belated Happy New Year to you all!
It’s been a busy time at Burford since our last newsletter. We held
our first Alumni Reunion in September which was a huge success. It
was fabulous to see so many of you from nearby and further afield,
including Romania and even Australia! John Amor (on the far right of
the photo below) was a boarder here from 1952 to 1956, because of
the agricultural course that was offered. He left England in 1962 to
continue his career in Australia where he has been ever since. Now
in his 78th year, John managed to come back to England to visit
family and, luckily for us, he came to visit Burford School too. It
really was an honour to listen to his stories of how things were back
in the 50s. What a pleasure it was to see him and his classmates
meet up once again after 60 years. A pure coincidence that they all
decided to come to the reunion. Please read our Chairman’s report
on the event to hear how it all went.
I would like to offer a very warm welcome to all our new Alumni
Association members. Our membership is still growing with over
1050 members, which is fantastic. Our Facebook and twitter pages
run by Eleanor, our Treasurer, is a great way to keep in touch
regularly. And don’t forget to keep sending me your news and
updates to put in our next newsletter.

Catherine Bishop
Alumni Officer - alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

22 September 2018
We are at the planning stage
at the moment but are
looking at more of a focus on
specific years..... although
everyone will, of course, be
welcome to attend.

Please get in touch to let us
know the level of interest
from different decades.
We’d love to have your
ideas too and need your help
to make the next reunion
another success. Do get in
touch with us via our
Facebook or twitter pages or
email:
Catherine Bishop.

alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Mr Fuddles looking his
best for Christmas!

BSA First Reunion - 23 September 2017
The “big event” this year for the BSA has, of course, been
the reunion held on September 23 2017. This was open to
any ex–students and staff of Burford School. Approximately
200 attended the occasion which started at 3:00pm and
ended at 10:00pm. The afternoon involved tea/coffee and
cakes in the West Dining Room, and visitors were able to
wander around the school and see how it has changed. In
the gym there were photos ranging from the 1930’s to the
2000’s and maps of the UK and the world allowed everyone
to mark where they live now and to leave a message. In
addition, Burford umbrellas and mugs, which proved to be
very popular, were available to buy.
In the evening we held a BBQ supplied by Ollie Weaver, a
former student, and the school Jazz Band, ‘All that Jazz’
provided entertainment. All in all it gave many people a
chance to catch up with friends they had not seen for a long
time. Particularly moving was meeting with John Amor who
had come all the way from Australia. He attended Burford
in the 1950’s and managed to take a tour of the Boarding
House earlier in the week and meet up with three
classmates during the reunion itself. People came from far
and wide, which is a testament to just how much Burford
School remains part of an affectionate link to the past for
many people.
Thanks must be given to a large number of people. These
include the BSA Committee, Kathy Haig, Headteacher,
members of the Jazz Band and String Quartet, the site team,
Carlene Black in the canteen, Ollie Weaver and the PTA.

Smiling for the Cotswold Life
photographer!

Recalling houses, flags and
fiercely contested trophies

Re-connecting with old friends

Catching up with Heads of
School

What a Memorable Day!

We are now looking forward to the next twelve months when we hope to see the numbers joining
the BSA continuing to grow. We would like to encourage any ex–students and ex–staff who have
any items that they feel are suitable for the archives to get in touch with either myself or Jane
Norridge at cnor7332@burford.oxon.sch.uk or jnor9667@burford.oxon.sch.uk .
If any member would like to organise a reunion, please contact our Alumni Officer, Catherine
Bishop: alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk in the first instance.
Stuart Norridge BSA Chairman

Our page in Cotswold Life - January 2018
- in case you missed it on the
Burford School Association Facebook page.

Introducing BSA’s Vice Chairman

Jane Norridge - Vice Chair
I first fell in love with Burford when I came for interview on July
14th 1983. I remember it being an exceptionally hot day and as I
was due to graduate from Exeter University the next day, I had
come to the interview with my Mum and Dad. My Mum and Dad
lived in North Wales by the seaside at that time and I remember
them telling me that it was so hot and, as they were not used to
such still air, they spent a large part of the day sitting on one of
the benches as you go up Burford Hill getting the “waft” of air
created by the traffic going by, in a vain attempt to try and keep
cool.
At the end of the interview process I was offered a job teaching History and Politics and doing Boarding
duties. I therefore duly arrived to move into the girls’ side of the Boarding House in late August 1983.
Mrs Smyth was Housemistress and Mr and Mrs Edmeades were on the boys’ side. As well as my
teaching commitments up at Top School, I also did every third day as a boarding duty. This meant
ensuring the girls were up for breakfast at 7:30, seeing them out of the house by 8:00, teaching all day
and then returning down to the house by 3:30, seeing the girls into tea at 5:30, ensuring all the girls sat
down to watch the news at 6:00 (Mrs Smyth was very keen on this), doing prep for up to 2 hours with
the girls, having supper at 8:30 and then putting the girls to bed, finally finishing with the 6 th form at
11:00pm. If I was on duty on a weekend day, it was up to the Duty Mistress to organise activities for the
girls to do, as well as ensuring dormitories were tidy, and going to church on a Sunday. I also remember
that when I first came to Burford, it was frowned upon if boys and girls mixed too much. This was taken
to the extreme with Mrs Smyth using a metre rule at discos to ensure boys and girls were kept at least a
metre apart! Altogether I spent 3 very happy years doing boarding duties. I certainly feel that by doing
them, it made me a better teacher.
As for Top School, I taught in Room 19 for all my teaching career. Many of those years were spent
teaching next to Mr Weir in Room 20. Mr Weir had, and still does have, an awesome reputation with
any Burfordians who knew him – Year 13 would stand up when he came into a room and students
would flatten themselves against the corridor walls as he walked down them! It was only when I
became a Head of Year and Mr Weir became one of my tutors that I felt able to call him by his Christian
name – such was the respect he was held in by staff and students alike.
I was very lucky at Burford as I was given the opportunity to be both a
Head of Year – having a year group that had 242 students – the biggest
up until the present Year 7 that Burford had ever seen and being Head
of History for the last 19 years of my teaching career. I absolutely loved
teaching History to the hundreds of students I taught and feel very
privileged to have been part of such a wonderful and outstanding
school as Burford.

Finally I could not finish before saying that Burford, of course, brought
me into contact with the wonderful man who is now my husband –
Stuart Norridge – and a legend in his own right!
Jane Norridge
Vice Chair

#iloveboarding
BOARDING
OPEN MORNING
Saturday 3 February
10.30am -12.30pm
Do get in touch if you have a child who
might be thinking of boarding.
Registering students now for
September 2019.
Limited availability for September
2018.
Visit on our open morning or make an
appointment for an alternative date.

Contact Mrs S Imms - 01993 823283
boarding@burford.oxon.sch.uk

BSA Chairman visits Boarding
We were delighted to welcome Robin Fletcher, Chief
Executive of the Boarding Schools Association to
Burford in October and made the most of his visit by
asking him to plant a fruit tree in our orchard next
to the Boarding House.
The Boarding Orchard was launched by the BSA in
2014. It aims to be the largest orchard, by distance,
in the UK and involves boarding schools planting
fruit trees in their grounds. The trees symbolise 'the
tree of knowledge’ and demonstrate each school’s
commitment to growth and a caring environment.
Since launch, schools across the UK and as far afield
as Switzerland and the USA have taken part, so we
were glad to be able to become part of this great
initiative.
Pictured with our new Blenheim Orange tree are:
Mrs Sandi Henning (Housemistress), Tristan Yu
(Current Head Boy of Boarding), Mr Robin Fletcher
(BSA Chairman), Mrs Kathy Haig,(Headteacher) and
two of our current boarders. - Sarah from the UK and
Valentin from Romania.

We now have Sixth Form Music
scholarships available.

Lunch Club at the Boarding
House
We hold regular lunches at the
Boarding House for the senior members
of the community and , as alumni, you
are very welcome to attend.
For information about dates and to book a
place, please contact Mrs Sarah Imms boarding@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Please note: There is a small charge for this
event..

The boarders are on twitter.
Follow them @burfordboarding

Alumni News

Congratulations to…

our very own Dougie Mustoe, one of our alumni and a
long-time member of our Facilities Team, on his recent
spectacular winning streak at bowls.

Dougie has been playing bowls for around thirty-five
years-winning trophies along the way. This year he
became the Club Champion at Burford and as a result
went forward to play against the ‘Best of the Best’
across Oxfordshire. Although he didn’t win overall he
did get through to the second round - a real
achievement.

…Alex Drewett, who was

recently awarded Best Apprentice
at the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire
Engineering Awards for 2017.

...British Racing School graduate,
Ellie Jones who won the Betfair
Three Feathers Cup at Lingfield
Park Racecourse in July 2017.

Last word...
Roy Edmeades
Teacher - Deputy Head - Head of Boarding
1960s - 1986
We are very sorry to inform you that Roy Edmeades
passed away late last year. His funeral took place on
28 November at Headington Baptist Church. Roy
taught at Burford from the 1960s though to 1986.
During his time here he taught PE and Science and
was also a senior teacher. He became Deputy Head
and then Head of Boarding. He and his wife, Thelma,
were a great influence on staff and students. Many
students in the Boarding House looked upon them as
surrogate parents and were extremely fond of them.
Roy oversaw many changes at the school including the
introduction of girls into boarding. He will be greatly
missed by all his friends and family.

Know of a former student who
hasn’t signed up yet?
Do pass on the word to other former
Burford School students. It’s easy to
sign up online at:
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk/school/
alumni/get-in-touch/

or ask them to drop us a line:
alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Join us
for a performance
of
Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem
(Op.48)
Thursday 15 March 2018
7.00pm
Burford Church
Staff, students, alumni, parents
and local residents have joined
together to create the Burford
School Choral Society.
Rehearsals each week are
bringing together experienced
and new singers and we are
looking forward to performing in
Burford Church at 7.00pm on
Thursday 15 March.
Do come along if you can, to catch
up with old friends and hear this fabulous piece.
Tickets will be on sale at the beginning of February.

Remembering…

Christmas Jumper Day!

Tickets available online from:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/burfordschool
tickets@burford.oxon.sch.uk

