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Our Second Reunion
Greetings from your
Alumni Officer
A belated Happy New Year to you all! As word about
The Old Burfordians spreads our numbers are
increasing, so welcome to all those who’ve joined us
recently, both locally and from further afield.
We have as ever been very busy here at Burford.
The Old Burfordians held their second reunion on
Saturday 22 September and what a lovely afternoon
it was despite the inclement weather. Ex students
and staff from a number of decades attended and a
good catch up was had by all over a delicious
afternoon tea with wonderful cakes donated by
Alumni members.
An opportunity to have a wander around the school
site and discover how different departments have
changed over the years, was welcomed by those
who were happy to brave the weather.
There was much fun and laughter as guests
searched for themselves or friends in the fantastic
photo display taken from our huge archive, running
from the 1930s up to the present day.
Thank you to all those that attended.
If you have any copies of photos’ you would like to
add to our archives please let me know.

Save The Date
Our third reunion will be on
Saturday

Catherine Bishop

21 September 2019

Alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

3.00pm — 5.00pm

Our Second Reunion
Catching up with old
friends over afternoon
tea

Old Burfordian Mary Ellis dies aged 101
An inspirational female pilot and pioneer

Mary Ellis (nee Wilkins), was a pioneer of the aviation world and one of the last
surviving female pilots of the Second World War. Mary was born into a farming family
in Leafield near Witney. The family moved to The Manor in Brize Norton in 1928 when
she joined Burford School. She wrote, “I was a happy student, the educational
standards were very high, I really do believe it was the perfect place to grow up in”.
Something we believe to still be true of Burford School. Mary had an interest in Music
and won a prize for playing Organ recitals at the St Britius Church in Brize Norton.
Mary was among the first women to take to the skies in Spitfires and heavy bombers.
Mary flew more than 1000 aircraft including 400 Spitfires. After the war Mary moved
to the Isle of Wight where she managed Sandown airport from 1950 to 1970. Over the
past decade Mrs Ellis and her fellow remaining Spitfire Women, finally achieved proper
recognition of their work and were bestowed various honours.
Mrs Ellis always had an interest in aircraft and her passion grew when her father paid a
flying circus to take her up in a de Havilland Moth when she was just eight. The
experience ‘sealed her fate forever’, leading her to take flying lessons at Witney
airfield. She joined the Air Transport Auxiliary–girls in October 1941 where she took
her first flight in the Spitfire. She
described being in heaven before
she had even taken off and noted
the day as a significant event—one
that imbued her life with
‘adrenaline and purpose’. She went
on to deliver more than 400 of the
classic fighter planes. Mrs Ellis flew
76 different types of aircraft which,
as well as Spitfires, included 47
Wellington Bombers.
A truly inspirational women who
will be missed by so many.

Engineering Apprentice
gives back to Burford

Student returns as Guest
Speaker

The students and staff were
delighted to welcome former
student, Katharine Mordecai, back to school to talk to
students about her experience as an engineering
apprentice with Rutherford Appleton Laboratory.
Katherine was a GCSE student here at Burford School
three years ago and recently contributed to a Year 11
PSHE session, explaining the range of post- GCSE options
open to students. Katherine talked to students about the
wide range of experience and skills she had gained as part
of her engineering apprenticeship, including a sevenweek placement she had spent with CERN, the European
research laboratory in Switzerland that operates the
largest particle physics laboratory in the world.
It was wonderful to see one of our former students
forging such an exciting career for herself. We hope that
her presentation has helped to enthuse both male and
female students alike.

Art Award For
Emilia

Emilia (seen here with Mr Bassett and Mr Hill) gained an
impressive A* in her Art A-level last summer, focusing
mainly on portraiture, using a powerful and
expressionistic style. Her work drew the attention of the
Arts Society Cotswolds who award a bursary annually to
three art students (one from Burford School and one each
from The Cotswold School and Chipping Norton School) in
memory of the society’s founder, Anne Stevens. Emilia
was awarded a £500 bursary award in a presentation at
the Warwick Hall.
The bursary is awarded to students going on to study art
post A-level. Emilia is now studying Art Foundation
course at Sunderland University.

We were delighted to have Tom
Webster with us as our Guest
Speaker on Charter Day in
November. Tom is now Lead
Strength and Conditioning Coach at
Lancashire County Cricket Club and
has held the post of President with
the club since 2014. Under his
guidance, Lancashire took the title of
T20 champions in 2015 and were
runners up in the County
Championship in 2017.
It was great to hear about his
journey since leaving Burford and to
hear him encourage all our students
to seize opportunities and learn
from experiences.
In July of this year, Tom moved his
career on still further by gaining a
distinction in MSc Strength and
Conditioning from Salford
University.

Know of a former student
who hasn’t signed up yet?
Do pass on the word to other former
Burford School Students . It’s easy
to sign up online at:
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk/school/
alumni/get-in-touch/

or drop Catherine Bishop a line.
alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

News from School
Charter Day Celebrations
Deron Reni - Head of School
Charter Day has always been a special time during the
school year, and this year was no different.
November 16 2018 marked the school’s 447th birthday and
the whole school came together to celebrate the history of
Burford School. The services began with the Orchestra, once
again highlighting just how brilliant and talented our
musicians are, while each speaker made their school proud;
reminding us just how exceptional Burford School is and
how fortunate we are to be part of it.

Students Nominated for
Science Awards
On Monday 16 October three
students attended the
Oxfordshire Young Scientist
Award Ceremony at the Pitt
Rivers Museum, Oxford.

The Year 13 students had been
nominated for their
commitment to studies across
the three Sciences and the
nominations were as follows:

We continued the celebrations with Senior Prize giving in
Freya – Biology,
the evening. Our guest speaker, Tom Webster, a former
Hugo – Physics
student, gave an inspiring speech on how determination and
Robin – Chemistry.
perseverance lead to superhuman results. Following this,
numerous students won prizes in their subjects and were
supported by friends and family, making it a wonderful way
to end the day.
However, what made the event so special was that we could
all come together and celebrate the history of the school,
acknowledging the part that everyone plays and celebrating
the success of those students who had performed
particularly well during the previous year. The day was a
great privilege for one and all to remember.

Petition to County Hall
Sixth Form Politics students
delivered a request to County Hall
last term, appealing for a reduction
in the speed limit on the A40
outside the school. The petition,
which was signed by staff, parents,
students and members of the
public, would see the speed limit
brought down from 40mph to
30mph.

Did you ever win the
‘Lady Southby Rosebowl’?
2018 has marked the 80th
Anniversary of the
presentation of the 'Lady
Southby Rose Bowl',
given to the fastest girl over
100 metres.
Back in 1938, when it was over
100 yards, it was first presented
to a young lady by the name of
Miss H.G.L Sambrook and in
2018 it went to Kate in Year 9,
with a time of 14.32 seconds.

Congratulations to..
Many congratulations to
former student from the
1980’s, Helen Fleetwood,
who received an MBE in
the New Year Honours
List for all of her hard
work with the Girl
Guides.

FOREIGN COIN
DROP
Burford School PTA would like
to help you dispose of any
foreign coins you have left over
from your travels. There is a
box in the main reception of
school for you to make your
drop! The PTA will do the rest.
Any money made will be used
to buy additional equipment
and resources for school.
Many thanks

Business Breakfast

Join Adventure Queen Anna McNuff
Share in Anna’s amazing travels, including her latest
adventure across America and the theme of her new
book Fifty Shades of the USA . Burford School Library
Wednesday 20 March 2019 7.00pm (Doors open
6.45pm) Tickets from ticketsource.co.uk £7.00
adults/£6 students Book signing and Refreshments
available

Do let our Company Secretary,
Suzanne Reeve, know if you
would like to receive an
invitation to our biannual
Business Breakfast
Next event Tuesday 12 March
2019
s.reeve@burford.oxon.sch.uk.

Lunch Club at the
Boarding House
Each month we hold a lunch at the
Boarding House for the senior
members of the community in and
around Burford. As one of our
alumni you are very welcome to
attend these. For information
about dates and to book a place,
please contact Mrs Sarah Imms
Operations Manager
boarding@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Please note: There is a small charge
for these.

We held our first ‘Quiz & Curry night’ on Friday 18
January and what a fun evening it was. Old
Burfordians and staff made up 11 teams of up to
eight people. A delicious curry, provided by the
‘Bilash’ in Carterton, went down extremely well.
Poppadums' with the trimmings followed by a
choice of chicken, lamb or vegetarian curry, rice
and naan bread. Absolutely fantastic! We had raffle
with many great prizes, run by Barbara Young our
latest committee member.
The Quiz was won by team ‘Boris Johnson’s Third
Wife’, followed very closely by ‘All
Aboarding’ (made up of six of our boarding staff).
In joint third place were ‘Insert Name Here’, The Pie
Who Loved Me’ and ‘Ad Inspirandum Aspiramus’.
A total of £800 was raised.
Many thanks to all of you who attended and made it
such a successful evening. It’ll definitely be a date
for your calendar next year.

Views from The Acre

