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I would like to offer a very warm
welcome to all our new Old Burfordian members. Our
membership is growing with over 1300 members
which is fantastic, so a huge ‘thank you’ to all of you
who are spreading the word. Please encourage others
to sign up. We have a large following on Facebook,
which is an easy way to keep in touch and share
memories.

of Burford School

We will shortly be taking part in the planning of
events to celebrate the 450 anniversary of the school
in 2021. We are delighted to have welcomed several
new members to our committee recently. We would
love to build on this as we near our anniversary year.
Please get in touch if you would like to get involved,
either as a committee member or to help with one of
our anniversary events. www.burford.oxon.sch.uk/
school/alumni/get-in-touch/

Our AGM will take
place on Wednesday
16 October 2019 at
7.30pm in the Main
School Hall.

Please come along to our reunion afternoon on 21
September 2019 from 3.00pm -5.00pm. Our boarding
house will be open from 2.00pm-3.00pm if you would
like to pay a visit. It
would be lovely to see
you.
Catherine Bishop
Alumni Officer alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Annual General
Meeting

All Welcome

Open Evening
Thursday 19 September
2019
2.30pm - 4.30pm Boarding
4.30pm - 7.30pm Day School
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk

Old Burfordians’ Reunion
Saturday 21 September 2019

3.00pm – 5.00pm
Join us for the Old Burfordians
Reunion 2019
TICKETS NOW ON SALE
Afternoon Tea - Live Music - Photo Gallery - Guest Speaker
IN PERSON

From either Catherine Bishop at Burford School Reception or Eleanor
Martin at the Witney Blanket Hall.
BY PAYPAL
From Eleanor Martin - e.martin@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Please use your name and ‘Reunion Ticket’ as a reference. BY CARD/
CHEQUE (payable to Burford School)
Please call 01993 706408 to make payment by card.

Tickets will be available to collect on the door or send SAE to - Witney
Blanket Hall, 100 High Street, Witney, OX28 6HL
TICKETS £10 TO INCLUDE AFTERNOON TEA

Introducing BSA’s new Secretary
Morgan-Beth Crockford
( 2012 – 2017)
I left Burford School in
2017 after taking my
GCSEs. On results day
I was away competing
with my horse and
had to hack the showground
WiFi
to
receive my results!
After an indecisive
summer I decided to
study Level 3 Business
Management
and
Communications at Abingdon and Witney College.
Not having studied Business at school, this was all
brand new to me. I managed to complete all the
units at Distinction level. I studied for two years,
finally graduating with my BTEC qualification;
(the equivalent of three A’s at A-Level) in July
2019. I will be starting my degree in Business
Management at Oxford Brookes University this
September.
I have also been competing with my horse H. He
took the TopSpec National Junior Preliminary
Dressage to Music Champion 2017, which is not
only amazing, but also made me the first rider to
win the title back on a different horse! We also
took a couple of National Arena wins at the British
Dressage
Sheepgate
U’25s’
Dressage
Championships, and British Riders Clubs Lincoln.
2018 did not go so well, but with amazing support
around us we managed to end the year with some
good National results and a smile on our face.
I have also had the opportunity to take part in the
‘Walk the Thames 2018’ as support crew for the
Tim Stockdale Foundation. The Tim Stockdale
Foundation was set up in memory of British show
jumping star Tim Stockdale, who died in
November 2018 aged 54, a month after being
diagnosed with cancer.

Congratulation’s to
Philip Judge
(1983-1988)
Philip is a very proud Old
Burfordian! He boarded from 1983
-88 . In May he was awarded the
Geoffrey Cross by the Queen for
special recognition of hard-work
and service to her majesty and the
Royal Windsor horse show , an
incredibly proud moment .
Philip Judge International has been
established for over 20 years, and
has built a well respected
reputation for providing top
quality hay, straw and wood
shavings across Great Britain and
Europe, supplying leading farmers,
Equestrian establishments, pet
product processors and top event
organisers.

END OF AN ERA!
Mr & Mrs Williams retire after 36 and 28 years of service to
Burford School
‘Off the cricket square!’ ‘If you can touch it, you can catch it!’ Familiar words to current

students, generations before them and many of their parents too.
It truly is the end of an era, as Burford says a fond farewell to Bill and Mandy Williams, PE
teachers at the school since 1983 and 1991 respectively. Their enthusiasm, knowledge and
expertise is second to none.
Being a product of The Valleys, Bill’s passion for rugby is legendary – as is Mandy’s for netball.
As many current, past and present students who have benefitted from their expertise will
testify, they have always been first onto the field, come rain or shine, Bill in shorts, Mandy in a
skirt – no matter that the pitches are frozen and it is minus 5 degrees C – neither has ever
been spotted wearing tracksuit bottoms!
Bill and Mandy’s dedication and commitment has extended way beyond the classroom (or
gym) and encompassed sports tours to Australia, New Zealand and Canada, Musicals, Star for
a Night performances, ski trips – the list is endless.
Since mentioning briefly on Facebook the clapping of Mr Williams off the field by the Year 7
boys after his last football match at Burford, news has been spreading fast of the couple’s
retirement. ‘ To paraphrase one ex-student: “Brilliant teachers who have led young minds and
inspired many to achieve great things. True Burfordians.”
Bill and Mandy will be sorely missed. No doubt we will see them at reunions. May they enjoy
a fun-packed and adventurous retirement.

Tom Goddard-Fenwick: 1979 - 2019
“Tom Tech”
Tom Goddard-Fenwick or “Tom Tech” to generations of students has been a pillar of support for both
the Technology Department and Burford School for forty years. His dedication and loyalty to the
students, his department and the school are the likes of which will never be seen again. He ran the
swimming pool, maintained the school minibuses, repaired the machinery on the farm, built scenery for
school productions, fixed broken instruments for the music department and has helped people on more
occasions than can be comprehended. All of this as well as his day job. He didn’t have a job description,
he just did it all.
Tom’s knowledge and expertise on a huge range of subjects is second to none. This, coupled with, a
driving passion to ensure that students achieve their best, has seen thousands of students over the
years owe a great deal to him. His calm manner and ability to talk to them, especially when they are
really stressed and under pressure, has meant that he has an amazing ability to get students “out of a
hole” when the job has gone wrong or what they are trying to achieve something that is a little bit
beyond their skill level. As many A-level students who benefitted from his expertise will testify, a little
bit of the ‘Tom Tech’ magic got them their grade.
It is a true indication of not only his length of service but also the high regard in which he is held, that
there are not many companies in the locality that do not have an ex-student that remembers him, all of
whom greet him with “ Hi Tom, remember me?” Always in attendance at any event that the department
put on, not because he had to, but rather because it was the right thing to do, he would invariably meet
someone from the past.
It is impossible to calculate the impact that Tom has had over the years, and he has left a pair boots that
are impossible to fill, probably down at the coast, sitting on his boat and catching few fish for supper.
We wish him all the best for the future.

Anne Lenton: 2005-2019
Second in Department - Design and Technology
There are teachers that do the day job, there are those that strive to get their students the best grades
they can, there are those that have a love of the subject that they teach and then there is Anne Lenton.
In her time at Burford Anne has proven herself a most versatile teacher and has taught everything from
Food Technology to Jewellery. Her real forte however is Textiles and she is keen to impart her amazing
knowledge and passion to her students. She is however not naive enough to think that things will
always remain the same and her students have had some really amazing experiences from
manufacturing clothing from recycled materials to using electronics in textiles and even projects based
on cable ties.
Anne’s real enthusiasm however has shone with the things that she has done out of lessons and her
students have taken away with them some amazing memories. Out on the school field flying model
aeroplanes when she ran the STEM club, visiting the Clothes Show, the numerous competitions that she
entered and won. However perhaps the most amazing experience was the workshop at the V&A
museum that finished with the students putting on a fashion show in the main hall with the public in
attendance.
Well-read and completely on the ball in terms of new developments and initiatives to the subject, Anne
has been an amazing reference library for the department. She will be sorely missed by students and
staff alike and we wish her all the very best for the future.

Miss Suzanne McRae: 1993 - 2019
Modern Foreign Languages - French & German
This term we are saying goodbye to Miss McRae who retires from teaching this summer. Miss McRae
started teaching at Burford in 1993 and has been a loyal and committed member of the team for 26 years.
During her time at Burford Miss McRae has taken part in many language trips and her adventurous spirit
took her to Tanzania where she worked for three years as a language teacher.
Rarely in Burford School’s history has a member of staff had such a profound and long lasting effect on the
lives of so many UK and overseas students and parents. Having coordinated ten Uganda Link exchange
cycles stretching back to 1997, Suzanne McRae has facilitated links between over 250 students, 500
parents and dozens of staff from both Uganda and the UK. She has fully embraced the link motto ‘Tuyugire
wamu - Learning Together’ in maintaining the longest running UK-Uganda School Exchange programme
and played a central role in Burford School being recognised for the International School Award. Along
with her effervescent counterpart, Stellah Ddambya, they have touched the lives of so many students,
providing lifelong and life-changing inspiration to those students who take part.
The Uganda Link experience has given many students a platform to university places and work in
development issues. The success of the exchange programme has since expanded to include links between
Burford and Kalangala Churches as well as Kibanga, Brize Norton and St John’s CofE Primary Schools. Her
tireless work has involved working with the Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council, local and national
government and even royalty in Uganda.
Her management of the most extensive, singular, academic fundraising programme Burford School has
seen is exemplary. It has resulted in the completion of a number of significant projects at Bishop Dunstan
Secondary School, including a library, dormitories, computer room, two cows and numerous mosquito
nets. Her enthusiasm for opening the eyes of students to the richness within different cultures in
unrivalled in Burford’s history. Her leadership of the Uganda Link will be sorely missed but her legacy will
never be forgotten. On behalf of all those you have inspired, thank you Suzanne! Weebale nnyo nnyo!
Miss McRae has been a valued and committed member of the Language Department and the school and
will be great missed. We wish her a very happy and fulfilling retirement.

Mrs Anne Lenton (left)

Miss Suzanne McRae (far right). You
may also recognise Miss Charrott, Mr
Todd Jones and Mr Claydon

Year 8 Human Library
On Wednesday 26 June, our Year 8 students welcomed twenty six
employers to take part in a Human Library event organised by Mrs Judith
Knowles, Careers Lead. The Human Library concept substitutes books for
people with a varied range of careers being represented.
Employers included:- Ridge and Partners, Olamalu, Thames Valley Police,
BAM Construction, Whitley-Stimpson, Jamesons, Usborne Publishing, JSP,
Oxfordshire County Council, Boeing, British Airways, The Bell Inn at
Langford, Bridgewater Design, Ignite Sport, Eynsham Hall, Marks and
Spencer, Recycling Technologies, Humanitarian Research Initiatives, and
The Cotswold Home.
Students were able to gather information from the ‘Human books’ by
asking lots of questions, for example, about what their work involves, the routes they have taken to get
into their careers, the qualities, qualifications and skills that are needed.
Some of the employers had been invited in order to highlight careers which we know to have significant
skills shortages within both the local and nationwide economy. These included representatives from
engineering, construction, health and social care, hospitality and catering. Equally important, a female
flight engineer from Boeing and a female fire-fighter have hopefully encouraged more young women to
considerer careers that have traditionally been the preserve of the opposite sex.
If you would like to get involved in our next Human Library please don’t hesitate to contact me at
alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk.
Some of the employers had themselves been students at Burford School. These included Stevie
Morse, Rowan Austin, Charlie Curtis, Jake Payne, Millie Steptoe, Chris Godfrey, Sean Godfrey and
Kevin Matthews. Many thanks to them all!

#iloveboarding
The results this
The Boarding House had an Open Day
year for the
carefully planned for early February.
Inter-House
Unfortunately, the weather had a
Competition at
different idea, blanketing Burford in
the
Boarding
snow and causing traffic chaos in the
House were—
area.
Falkland House
in first position Although a message was sent to cancel
with
1475 the event, many prospective students
points;
joint and their parents still arrived to view
the school.
second
were
Warwick and Wysdom with 1300 and last but by no With the Boarding House almost full for
means least were Heylin with 1075 points.
2019, the event filled the last few
places.
Thanks to Digital Detox at the weekends, board games
have had a resurgence in popularity amongst the Admissions to Boarding for 2020 is now
students. Chess, Scrabble and Monopoly have all been open and places are already filling fast.
popular, however Uno has been the most popular and
Open Afternoon
screams from the Refectory have had staff running with
Thursday 19 September 2019
worry, only to find that a student has delivered a
winning card to the game. It has proved so popular that
2.30pm— 4.30pm
the students have asked for it to be added officially to
the Inter-House competition programme.
The outward-bound centre, Woodlands, is a firm
favourite with the boarders each summer. This year,
almost fifty children in Years 7-10 signed up for
canoeing, climbing, river walking and caving. A fantastic
time was had by all!

Know of a former student who
hasn’t signed up yet?

Do pass on the word to other former
Burford School Students . It’s easy to sign
up online at:
www.burford.oxon.sch.uk/school/alumni/
get-in-touch/
or drop us a line:
alumni@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Ex Staff Lunch at the Boarding House
On Wednesday 26 June 2019 we had a second gathering of past staff who met
together at the Boarding House for an excellent two course lunch. It was pleasing
to note that we had increased our numbers from last year up to a magnificent
42
with staff returning from London, West Yorkshire, Herefordshire,
Gloucestershire as well as locally.
The occasion once again gave us all a chance to catch up on one another’s news
and it was wonderful to hear that one of our previous Headteacher’s, Derek
Glover, had this year received Maundy Money from Her Majesty the Queen.
We have every expectation that the numbers for lunch will be even more next
year as this occasion is becoming part of the history of the school.
Please contact our Alumni Officer if you are an ex member of staff who would like
to attend the lunch in the future.

Lunch Club at the Boarding House
Each month we hold a lunch at the Boarding
House for the senior members of the community
in and around Burford. As one of our alumni you
are very welcome to attend these.
For
information about dates and to book a place,
please contact Mrs Sarah Imms, Operations
Manager:
boarding@burford.oxon.sch.uk
Please note: There is a small charge for this event

Beauty and the Beast
The Music Department put on the biennial musical
this year, Beauty and the Beast, with rehearsals
taking place almost every day, both at lunchtimes
and after school. In just nine weeks, the cast of over
60 students came together to produce something
spectacular.
Once again using the services of a professional set
builder and costume company, the production was
of an extremely professional standard and the six
performances were a sell-out. The very
appreciative audiences left entranced by this tale as
old as time; full of praise for the professionalism of
the whole ensemble!

Tall Ships and the Tower of London
Burford School’s Jazz Band, All That Jazz have had a wonderful summer of performing in public.
The opportunity to perform at the Tall Ships Festival at Gloucester Docks came about as a result
of their success at the Tower of London over the past three years as both events are organised by
the Water City Music Festival.
The crowds at the event, which took place on a fantastically sunny bank holiday weekend, were
enthusiastic and loved the programme on offer by the band. The festival goers enjoyed a varied
programme of popular and traditional numbers such as “Africa” and “Sweet Caroline” as they visited the numerous tall ships on view.
The Tower of London event quickly followed – this event, a hugely successful occasion involving
over 2,000 young people, takes place annually at the venue and this was the fourth year that All
That Jazz had been invited to attend. This year the band performed on the main stage within the
walls of the Tower and were treated to large and appreciative audiences visiting this popular
tourist attraction. Their varied programme once again wowed the crowds, who joined in singing
and dancing enthusiastically and calling out requests.

Alumni News
Burford Alumni wins top prize in Science
Former
student,
Megan
Borland
(2010—2017),
who is currently studying for
a BSc in Computer Science at
Lancaster University, has
been awarded a Women into
Science (2018) prize and
£600 as a high achieving
female student studying
science and STEM-related subjects.
Megan, said: “It means the world to me to win this prize; I
always enjoyed learning about Information Technology (IT)
having studying it at A-level, but it wasn’t my strongest
subject. Winning this prize has shown me that I have the
ability to excel in something I enjoy, which is definitely the
case with my degree.’

The prize aims to draw upon the success of females in
science subjects by showcasing their outstanding academic
performance.

Megan Hemsworth (2007—2015)
Having studied Photography as one of her A levels here at
Burford, Megan Hemsworth went on to Falmouth University
to study Fashion Photography. She is now a very successful
and amazing photographer. Please click the link below and
https://www.surfgirlmag.com/2018/12/surfgirl-meetsmegan-hemsworth/

Congratulations to
Ed Hemsworth
(2007– 2015)
After graduating from
Portsmouth University (2019)
having studied a Business degree,
Ed has moved to Williams
Formula 1 in Grove, Wantage, to
be a ‘Systems Data/ BOM
Controller.
Well done Ed!

Alumni News
Local Craftsmen

Congratulation’s to the
beautiful Mr Fuddles

Ethan Conlon (2011—2016)
He has won the title of West
Oxfordshire’s cutest pet!
After receiving 100 entries,
each of them very worthy
winners, Mr Fuddles
eventually attracted the most
likes.
We are very proud of him.

Ethan is showing his skill as a young stonemason by being
selected to compete in this year’s international WorldSkills’
competition.
Ethan left Burford School in 2016 and started an
apprenticeship with APS Masonry in Oxford alongside day
release in Bath College.
His lecturers were impressed with his natural ability and
commitment and selected him to represent the College at
the 2018 WorldSkills’ competition. Ethan competed against
other stonemasons, under the age of 21, from all over the
country. After an intense four day competition, Ethan was
selected with two others to join Squad UK. All three men
received ten weeks of specialist training throughout the
following year, before a five day team selection competition
in March 2019 at York College. Ethan produced fantastic
work, outperforming his squad mates and being selected as
the only Stonemason in Team UK for WorldSkills Kazan
2019 in Russia.
Let’s hope this Burford local can come home with a gold
medal and be classed as the world’s best young stonemason.
We wish him well.

Business Breakfast
Do let our Company Secretary,
Suzanne Reeve, know if you
would like to receive an
invitation to our biannual
Business Breakfast
s.reeve@burford.oxon.sch.uk

Alumni News

On 28 April 2019, I ran the London Marathon for the second time. I started my training in June
and carefully increased my mileage, determined to be much better prepared this time. By the
time I got up to half marathon distance, an old knee injury raised its ugly head. Over Christmas I
took a break from long distance training, concentrating on shorter runs and strengthening
work and I have to give my thanks to two other Old Burfordians, Nathan and Rachel Crockford
who did an amazing job of keeping me motivated over the winter when I was ready to give it
up!
A couple of weeks training in the sun in New Zealand at the beginning of the year put me back
on track and in March, Rachel and I completed Gloucester 20. Nathan’s last piece of advice as
we set off round the 3 laps was, if it hurts, then stop! At mile 6 my knee put in an objection, but
being as stubborn as I am, I carried on. Safe to say, it wasn’t great and it put a dent in my
training up until the big day.
As the end of April rolled round, I certainly wasn’t feeling confident, I just hoped my knee
would hold up for the last 26.2 miles of running it had to do. I started on my merry journey
around the streets of London. A quick glance at my watch after mile 5 and I realised if I kept this
speed up, I should make it round in 4 hours. By mile 8, this wasn’t to be, and my knee started to
hurt.
I made the decision that finishing was far more important to me than a time and I had to slow
down. 18 miles with a sore leg is a very long way, and I ran-walked my way round, smiling and
waving at the crowds, and having a nice time. I was very pleased to see the finish line as I came
up the Mall, and although I was 7 minutes slower than 2016, I certainly felt a lot better
afterwards.
To top it off, I raised £3500 for The Brooke, an animal charity who help working horses and
donkeys abroad. I’ve supported them for many years and am delighted to be able to make them
such a big donation, thanks to everyone’s generosity. I’ve possibly run my last Marathon but if
anyone is thinking about it – do it while you can!
Eleanor Martin (Old Burfordians’ Treasurer)

Alumni News
Let those memories flow!
Ah, schooldays at Burford School! What memories… So here’s your chance to set them down
and share them.
Very soon, we celebrate 450 years since Simon Wysdom and his mates said ‘let’s start a
school’, and as well as a season of celebration, we are intending to publish a couple of books.
One will be a splendid history of the school from then to now, and the other… The other will
be a book of memories.
Personal histories in your own words: what Burford School meant to you, what you did, what
you learnt then, and what it has taught you since. The good, the bad, and the tedious. The
people who taught you, the people you met, those that have stayed with you, and those you
wish you could forget. What you remember, what you wish you didn’t. The obvious, and the
outre.
If it is memorable to you, it will be interesting to others, so please jot it down and send it to
me now. We are looking for contributions of a few sentences to 750 words; your memories,
your choice. If it is about your time at Burford School, we would like to have your
recollections, your contribution, your words.

Is anything out of bounds? Not really: if you like what you say, then say what you like. It might
be about Burford School: the buildings, your mates, your teachers, school dinners, sports,
boarding, music, the farm… Whatever and however you remember it. Your memories in the
way you choose to set them down.
And in case you wonder who is this soliciting your past, I have been a governor at Burford
School for nearly twenty years, and my daughter, Eleanor, was a pupil here. I believe that any
good school builds a worthwhile future on a shared past, and this is a great opportunity for
you, the old boys and girls of whatever era, whether you left last year or decades ago, to set
down and share that past for this generation and those that are to come.
Please email your memories to Richard Martin at r.martin@burford.oxon.sch.uk
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